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I.      PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSAL 

A. PROJECT DESCRIPTION (PROPOSED ACTION) 

The Village of Wellsville Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) is located off Bolivar 

Road on the west side of the Genesee River in the Village of Wellsville.  The WWTP 

takes and treats wastewater from within the Village of Wellsville, special districts 

within the Town of Wellsville as well as outside sources including but not limited to 

leachate from area landfills.  The WWTP accepts leachate from the Allegany 

County Landfill, the Hyland Facility in Angelica NY and from the Village of 

Wellsville.  The WWTP started operations in 1937.  Over the years the plant has seen 

numerous upgrades and expansions.   

The Village of Wellsville has evaluated the need for improvements at the existing 

WWTP to address recent changes to its State Pollution Discharge Elimination 

System (SPDES) permit, specifically a new effluent Ammonia limit.  The current 

changes to the SPDES permit have a direct effect on the amount of leachate that 

the WWTP can adequately treat and therefore accept.   

In addition, certain existing plant components are insufficient in capacity to meet 

design flows and loads.  Improvements to the WWTP are necessary to support 

development both inside and outside of the Village, as well as to continue to 

accept landfill leachate. Addressing these concerns will also have an 

improvement on the treatment efficiency of the plant, as the full capacity of 

existing unit processes will be better utilized.   

PROPOSED DESIGN CONDITION 

The proposed design incorporates the following improvements: 

 

 New Influent screening facility (including mechanical equipment) and 

mechanical grit removal system improvements.  

 Upgrade the existing rock media trickling filters with crossflow plastic media in 

proposed biotowers as the existing media has reached the end of its useful 

service life.   

 Provide new hydraulic distributors and arms with motorized units for the 

biotowers. 
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 Provide new recirculation pumps designed to meet the recommended 

wetting rates of new plastic media.  Existing piping and valves will be 

replaced in-kind to replace this aging infrastructure.   

 Provide geodesic dome covers for the biotowers with mechanical venting. 

This will vastly improve the operation of this treatment process and minimize 

maintenance of this treatment process. 

 Construction of a new leachate storage tank with an operational storage 

volume of 75,000 gallons. 

 Incorporation of a new chlorination/dechlorination treatment process and 

chemical storage facility.  Improvements include new tankage, chemical 

equipment (piping, pumps, storage tanks, etc.), process piping, site piping 

and other appurtenances required for an overall chemical disinfection 

process. 

 Construction of a new final clarifier (tankage and mechanicals) and 

replacement of the three (3) existing clarifier mechanicals.  The existing 

sludge pumping systems will be replaced in kind. 

 Replacement of the existing belt filter press with a new mechanical belt filter 

press.   

 Replacement of existing anaerobic digester covers and ancillary sludge 

mixing equipment. 

 An overall WWTP SCADA System to allow for monitoring and control of various 

equipment components. 

 Sanitary sewer collection system improvements to mitigate Inflow and 

Infiltration (I&I). 
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B. PURPOSE AND NEED OF THE PROPOSAL 

The existing Village of Wellsville WWTP is continuing to operate and meet the 

existing permitted effluent limits.  However, the majority of the existing 

infrastructure is original to the 1972 WWTP Improvement Project and has reached 

the end of its useful service life.  In addition, the Village SPDES permit has been 

modified with more stringent effluent limits that require these improvements.   

Additionally, the imposition of more stringent effluent ammonia limit impacts the 

amount of leachate the WWTP can process.  The recommended improvements 

are necessary to ensure continued compliance with the Village SPDES permit.  If 

no improvements are undertaken, the Village will be severely limited in the 

amount of leachate they can process. Implementing the capital improvements 

will provide additional capacity for acceptance and treatment of leachate.   

The Village of Wellsville has evaluated the need to upgrade the existing WWTP to 

address the following issues: 

 Recent modifications to the SPDES permit to include Ammonia limits 

 Evaluating the capacity of the existing trickling filters and their ability to treat 

BOD and NH3 (Ammonia) with the existing rock media and with proposed 

plastic high rate filter media. 

 Evaluating the feasibility and benefits of adding covers to the Trickling filters. 

 Determining the amount of leachate the existing WWTP can take without 

exceeding the biological capacity of the plant. 

 Determining the amount of leachate the WWTP can take if the trickling filters 

were upgraded, and evaluate options for the storage and discharge of the 

leachate. 

 Analyze plant process components with respect to capacity and service life 

 Provide cost estimates for recommended upgrades 
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II. ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION  

One alternative would be to do no improvements at this time and wait till flows or 

loadings increase to the point of nearing violation. Deferring necessary 

improvements is undesirable from a long-term financial perspective as these 

upgrades are expected to increase in cost over time due to inflation. 
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III.   AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 

A. LAND USE/IMPORTANT FARMLAND/FORMALLY CLASSIFIED LANDS 

1. Affected Environment 

Land use in and around the project area is predominately urban, commercial, 

and residential.  Please note that all of construction will take place on the 

subject parcel and will not negatively affect the surrounding areas (see 

Appendix D, Map 1 – Site Plan).  Also, NYS Agricultural and Markets and Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was contacted requesting comments 

regarding their review of this project (see Appendix C-2 & C-7). 

2. Environmental Consequences 

Since the subject property is not located within an Agricultural District, a 

Preliminary & Final Notice of Intent was not required. No agricultural lands 

should be affected during construction of this project (see Appendix D, Map 8). 

3. Mitigation 

N/A 

B. FLOODPLAINS 

1. Affected Environment 

A Floodplain Map prepared by MRB Group is provided within Appendix D, Map 

4 - FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map. This map shows the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) Floodplains for the Village of Wellsville.   

2. Environmental Consequences 

A portion of the project will be constructed within a designated floodway and 

the 100 year floodplain.  The project may be required to receive a Floodplain 

Development Permit. 

3. Mitigation 

Appropriate drainage measures will be installed during construction. The 

project will be designed to meet all NYS Department of Environmental 
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Conservation (NYSDEC) Phase II Stormwater and the latest General Permit 

requirements to assure that erosion and sedimentation are managed 

throughout the construction phase of the project and all water quality 

practices required are in place.   

C. WETLANDS/STREAMS 

1. Affected Environment 

Mapping of wetland resources was taken from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

“National Wetlands Inventory” (see Appendix D, Map 5 & Map 6).  According 

to the maps either Federal or State regulated wetlands are identified within the 

project area; however, mapping demonstrates that a stream is located 

adjacent to the project area.   

2. Environmental Consequences 

US Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) and New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) were coordinated with as part of the 

SEQR coordination process (see Appendix A) and also contacted in letters 

dated February 7, 2017 requesting comments on the project.  Comments were 

received from ACOE in a letter dated March 2, 2017 (see Appendix C-3) and 

received from NYSDEC in a letter dated January 5, 2017 (see Appendix C-4).   

3. Mitigation 

No work is proposed within the identified stream or banks of the stream.  The 

proposed improvements will be located primarily on the project site and is not 

expected to negatively impact the identified stream.  No permit from ACOE is 

expected. 

D. HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

1. Affected Environment 

The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

(OPRHP) was contacted using the Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS).  

The proposed project is not located within a mapped archeological sensitive 

area (see Appendix D, Map 7).  A response has been provided by SHPO dated 
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January 6, 2017 stating that this project will have no impact on archaeological 

and/or historic resources.   

2. Environmental Consequences 

N/A 

3. Mitigation 

N/A 

E. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

1. Affected Environment 

NYSDEC’s Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources (DFWMR) New York 

Natural Heritage Program and U.S. Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife 

Service were consulted regarding the known presence of threatened or 

endangered species in the project area (see Appendix C-5 and C-6).  

2. Environmental Consequences 

U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service has responded in a letter 

dated February 15, 2017 (see Appendix C-6).  They have acknowledged 

receipt our determination letter dated February 7, 2017.  A letter from NYSDEC’s 

Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources (DFWMR) New York Natural Heritage 

Program was also received dated March 2, 2017 stating that no records of rare 

or state-listed animals or plants, or significant natural communities at the 

project site or in its immediate vicinity. 

3. Mitigation 

N/A  

F. WATER QUALITY ISSUES 

1. Affected Environment 

The anticipated area of disturbance for the proposed project including overall 

site clearing limits is anticipated to be approximately 1.0 +/- acres of land. 

Portions of the project will be stripped of vegetation and bare soils will be 
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exposed for periods of time during construction.  The site will be susceptible to 

potential erosion with the potential of discharge of sediment into the existing 

waterways.  

2. Environmental Consequences 

The project is anticipated to disturb more than 1 acre of land during 

construction, coverage under the latest SPDES General Permit, Notice of Intent, 

and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be required to be 

prepared and forwarded to NYSDEC for review.  The permit will address water 

quality impacts from disturbance of soils and potential erosion control 

provisions.  

3. Mitigation 

Negative impacts will be properly prevented or mitigated as a function of the 

project design and permitting process.  Approved erosion and sediment 

control measures as outlined in the SWPPP will be implemented during 

construction. All erosion and sediment control measures will be designed and 

installed per the requirements set forth in the latest edition (2016) of the New 

York Standards and Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control.  Erosion 

and sediment control measures will be inspected to ensure proper installation 

and function throughout the construction project.  

G. COASTAL RESOURCES 

1. Affected Environment 

There are no coastal resources within the vicinity of the project area. 

2. Environmental Consequences 

N/A 

3. Mitigation 

N/A 
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H. SOCIO-ECONOMIC/ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

1. Affected Environment 

The proposed action will benefit all residential properties within the project 

service area. 

2. Environmental Consequences 

N/A 

3. Mitigation 

N/A 

I. MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES 

1. Air Quality 

During construction, air quality will be temporarily affected due to the exhaust 

from construction equipment and fugitive dust from excavations.  These affects 

are typical for the proposed type of construction and will be controlled by 

conventional means.  No long-term adverse impacts on air quality are 

anticipated by the proposed project.   

2. Transportation 

During construction some detours may need to be implemented; however, 

these impacts will be small to moderate and would be temporary in nature.  

Proper signage to help direct traffic and pedestrians safely around the 

construction zones will be provided.   

3. Noise 

There will be temporary increases in the noise levels during construction.  The 

duration will be confined to periods of construction activity (i.e., daytime when 

contractors are on site).  No permanent increase in noise level will occur.  

 

 

 



Environmental Report Village of Wellsville 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements Project April 2020 

 

MRB Group Project No. 2314.17001.000  Page 10 

IV.   SUMMARY OF MITIGATION 

As a result of the State Environmental Quality review (SEQR) process and through 

review of the Environmental Report the proposed project will result in no significant 

adverse impacts on the environment.  A Negative Declaration was issued by the 

Village Board dated January 16, 2017 (see attached Appendix A – SEQR). 

 

 

 

 

 


























































































































































































































































































































































